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E. O. 11652: N/ A 
TAGS: MARR, VS 

SUBJECT: DOWNING OF JMC HELICOPTER 

1. VNAF HELICOPTER WAS FIRED AT, HIT, AND FORCED DOWN APRIL 9 
AT 10:30 HOURS HOTEL SIX MILES NORTH OF VI THANH, CAPITAL OF 
CHUONG THIEN PROVINCE. DETAILS STILL NOT CLEAR, BUT APPEARS 
THAT HELICOPTER, FLYING AT 1500 FEET, WAS ESCORTING ICCS 
HELICOPTER ON WAY TO INVESTIGATION OF A SHELLING INCIDENT NEAR 
VI THANH, CHUONG THIEN PROVINCE. MACHINE GUN FIRE HIT FUEL 
CELL AND HELICOPTER CRASH LANDED NEAR ARVN OUTPOST. ACCORDING 
TO CONGEN CAN THO, AIRCRAFT SUSTAINED 100 PERCENT DAMAGE AND ONE 
ARVN SERGEANT LIGHTLY WOUNDED. NO OTHER CASUALTIES. ICCS 
HELICOPTER HAS RETURNED TO BASE. REGION VII ICCS HAS FROZEN 

ALL INVESTIGATORY ACTIVITIES PENDING CONSULATION WITH SAIGON. 

2. GVN PRESS SPOKESMAN. LTC HIEN, GAVE FOREIGN PRESS DIFFERENT 
ACCOUNT OF INCIDENT AT PRESS BRIEFING AFTERNOON APRIL 9. ACCORDING 
TO HIEN, HELICOPTER WAS CARRYING PERSONNEL OF BOTH PARTIES TO 
TPJMC. HE INDICATED THAT CHOPPER WAS HIT BUT SUSTAINED ONLY 
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LIGHT DAMAGE AND WAS NOT FORCED TO LAND. 

3. COMMENT: WE DOUBT THERE WERE PRG PERSONNEL ON HELICOPTER, 

AS THEY ARE ALL AT DAVIS STATION. SAIGON. PRESS ACCOUNTS STATE 
HELICOPTER HAD JMC MARKINGS. THIS MAY BE TRUE, BUT MARKINGS 
CLEARLY PERTAIN TO FORMER FPIMC WHICH NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE. 
CHOPPER CARRIED GVN PERSONNEL FORMERLY ATTACHED TO FPJMC WHO 
MAY BE ULTIMATELY ATTACHED TO TPJMC. WHILE FACTS ARE CONFUSED, 
ESSENCE OF INCIDENT IS THAT VNAF CHOPPER ESCORTING ICCS HELICOPTER 
WAS FIRED ON, RESULTING IN HALT TO ICCS INVESTIGATION OF REPORTED 
CEASEFIRE VIOLATION. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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